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Synopsis

The second volume of bestselling author Thomas Keneally’s unique trilogy of Australian history in
whichA people are always center stageA In the continuation of an impeccably researched,
engagingly writtenA people’s history, this is the story of Australia through people from all walks of
life, from Eureka to Gallipoli. From the 1860s to the great rifts wrought by World War |, an era
commenced in which Australian pursued glimmering visions: of equity in a promised land.
Immigrants and Aboriginal resistance figures, bushrangers and pastoralists, working men and
pioneering women, artists and hard-nosed radicals, politicians and soldiers all populate this richly
drawn portrait of a vibrant land on the cusp of nationhood and social maturity. This is truly a new
history of Australia, by an author of outstanding literary skill and experience, and whose own

humanity permeates every page.
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Customer Reviews

"Tom has this extraordinary eye for the little details that turn a biographical note into a living,
breathing life-size character."A & "The Hon. Kevin Rudd MP, Prime Minister of Australia on

Australians

Thomas Keneally is a novelist, playwright, and nonfiction author who is best-known for the Booker
Prize& “winning novel Schindler’'s Ark, which was adapted into the movie Schindler’s List. His other
titles include the Penguin Lives biography Abraham Lincoln, American Scoundrel: The Life of the

Notorious Civil War General Dan Sickles, and A Commonwealth of Thieves: The Improbable Birth of



Australia.

This is ’history lite’. Can be said to be ’a rollicking good yarn’, but don’t bother if you want real

history that investigates and gets its basic facts right.

A detailed insight into Australia’s early history.

Two big volums arrived earlier than expected, very happy. Not started the reading yet, but knowing

for sure that Keneally will never let me down.

Brilliant bookBest along with "flappers to Vietnam . Amazing to learn about history this way.

Every Australian should own a copy of these two volumes. Essential to understanding Australian

history. His telling of the story of the First World War is informative and deeply moving.

Keneally’s books are always good quality and incredibly useful.
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